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cal equivalent, such as an exchange of colonial territory,
or, better still, an English promise of neutrality in case of
a European war.39 For success in any such negotiation
it was most important to remove all Franco-German fric-
tion in Morocco, which had been one of England's original
and most persistent reasons for standing by the side of
France. It was reported to Billow that the English Minister
in Tangier had had instructions to stir up trouble between
the French and Germans, and he felt sure that anti-German
propaganda by the English in Paris was likely to continue
so long as England had cause to be alarmed over Germany's
rapid construction of Dreadnoughts.40 To cut the ground
from under this propaganda and to remove England's
anxiety as to German intentions in Morocco it was highly
desirable "to shake hands with France" once and for all in
regard to Morocco. A final reason for the speed with which
the Franco-German Agreement was concluded lay in the fact
that King Edward was to visit Berlin on February 9;
Billow wished to be able to publish the Agreement before
his arrival in order to avoid any impression among the
public that Edward VII had helped to bring it about.41
The Agreement was warmly welcomed in the French
Press as putting an end to a long-standing source of irrita-
tion between France and Germany, and as assuring to the
one the political, and to the other the economic, advan-
tages necessary to each. Grey and Hardinge congratulated
Biilow on it/expressing pleasure that a question which had
been a constant source of anxiety to England and in which
England was bound by the Entente of 1904 to give France
diplomatic support was now so happily settled.42 The
Kaiser hastened to decorate the French Ambassador in
Berlin with the Order of the Red Eagle and present him
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40 Billow to the Kaiser, Dec. 29,1908; G.P., XXIV, 465.
41 Biilow to the Kaiser, Feb. 9, 1908; GJP., XXIV, 488
42 GP,,.XXIV. 491-4.